NORTH TAMPA OUTPATIENT SURGICAL FACILITY

INFORMATION FOR OUTPATIENTS AND FAMILIES REGARDING ADVANCE DIRECTIVES

“Advance Directive” is a written or oral statement, which you complete in advance of serious illness, about how you want medical decisions made.  An advance directive allows you to state your choices for health care or to name someone to make those choices for you if you become unable to make decisions about your medical treatment.  There are two types of advance directives:

A Living Will generally states the kind of medical care you do or do not want if you become unable to make your own decision.  It is called a “living will” because it takes effect while you are still living.

A Durable Power of Attorney for health care is a signed, dated, and witnessed paper naming another person, such as a husband, wife, daughter, son, or close friend as your “agent” or “proxy” to make medical decisions for you if you should become unable to make them for yourself.  You can include instructions about any treatment you want or wish to avoid.  

You can find out more at:

Aging with Dignity

www.agingwithdignity.org

(888) 594-7437

American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)

www.aarp.org

(Type “advance directives” in the website’s search engine)

Partnership for Caring

www.partnershipforcaring.org

(800) 989-9455

Your local hospital, nursing home, hospice, home health agency, and your attorney or health care provider may be able to assist you with forms or further information.

Brochure: End of Life Issues

www.FloridaHealthStat.com 
(Under Reports and Guides)

(888) 419-3456
